FINDING OF NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT AND NOTICE OF INTENT
TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS
June 8, 2011, Town of Guadalupe, 9241 S. Avenida del Yaqui,

Guadalupe AZ 85283 bhernandez@gudalupeaz.org 

THESE notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the Western States Housing Consortium. 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about June 24 2011,  the Town of Guadalupe will authorize Western States Housing Consortium to submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the release of funds under 42 USC 12805 of the Self-Help Homeownership Opportunity Program (SHOP), Funding Opportunity Number: FR-5300-N-13, 2009 NOFA, SHOP Grant SHO9004 in the amount of $99,000 to undertake a project known as Guadalupe Affordable Housing Program (Colonia Lupita) for the purpose of the Guadalupe Community Development Corporation (GCDC) providing opportunities for Guadalupe low and very low-income residents to secure safe and affordable housing.  The address for each lot is: 5902, 5904, 5906, 5908, 5910, 5912 Calle Carmen, Guadalupe AZ 85283.  Much of the existing housing in Guadalupe is substandard and many are not suitable for rehabilitation.  Additional housing for families is urgently needed and funding is necessary for both acquisition and infrastructure development.  New construction that involves family participation and volunteer labor will increase safe affordable housing stock available for homeownership.  The use of subsidies in the form of forgivable loans and grants will help to significantly reduce the cost of homes so low income families will have homeownership opportunities they can afford.  The GCDC owns the lots subdivided, zoned and suitable for six home sites, but needing additional infrastructure improvements including access improvement and development/Impact fees required by both the Town of Guadalupe and the City of Tempe Arizona (Tempe provides sewer and water service).  Approved SHOP funds will be used to supplement development and related costs to construct six single-family homes.  The GCDC is working with the Star Dust Design Group at Arizona State University to develop architectural plans for energy efficient homes designed to occupy smaller lots, resulting in more efficient use of limited available land.  Qualified families will assist with construction by investing time and labor (sweat equity) in the builds.  The GCDC will maintain a lead role in identifying families and ensuring that adequate and required homeowner training and counseling is accomplished.  The GCDC has secured additional housing subsidies (forgivable loans and grants) for the families, and has secured commitment for construction funding.  Qualified families will be required to secure permanent funding from traditional sources.  Total amount of SHOP funds to be used in the project is $99,000.  The total cost of the project will be $720,000.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
The Town of Guadalupe has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR) on file at the Town of Guadalupe , 9241 S Avenida Del Yaqui, Guadalupe, AZ 85283 and Guadalupe CDC at 5933 E Calle Milagros, Guadalupe AZ 85283  and may be examined or copied Monday through Thursday  9A.M to 4P.M.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the Town of Guadalupe.  All comments received by June 23, 2011; will be considered by the Town of Guadalupe prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds.  Comments should specify which Notice they are addressing.                 

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The Town of Guadalupe certifies to HUD/Region IX Office, San Francisco, CA  that Bill Hernandez in his capacity as Guadalupe Town Manager consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) HUD/Region IX Office, San Francisco CA approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the Western States Housing Consortium to use SHOP Grant SHO9004 Program funds.
OBJECTIONS 

 HUD/ HUD Region IX Office, San Francisco, CA  will accept objections to the Responsible Entity’s (RE) Request for Release of Funds and Environmental Certification for a period of fifteen days following the submission date specified above or the actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the RE; (b) the RE has omitted a step or failed to make a determination or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58 or by CEQ regulations at 40 CFR 1500-1508, as applicable; (c) the RE has omitted one or more steps in the preparation, completion or publication of the Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Study per 24 CFR Subparts E, F or G of Part 58, as applicable; (d) the grant recipient or other participant in the development process has committed funds for or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before release of funds and approval of the environmental certification; (e) another Federal, State or local agency has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Community Planning and Development, Region IX  at 600 Harrison Street,  Third Floor, San Francisco, CA 94107.  Potential objectors should contact HUD/ Region IX Office, San Francisco CA to verify the actual last day of the objection period.
Bill Hernandez,Town Manager,Town of Guadalupe

